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products that the strangers brought, above all, the
heady ale brewed by the Easterlings.

But as the might of the empire declined and the
Danes had grown strong, thanks to wise rulers, the
people grew restive under the restrictions imposed
upon them, and tried to secure their independence.
Under Waldemar the Great (1157 to 1182), the
country had acquired an important position, which
his successors strengthened. This increase of might
coincided with the German depression and with the
change of course at spawning time that the herring
suddenly took in the twelfth century.

Strange that a little fish should have had such great
power over mankind ; yet it is not going beyond the
strict truth to state that the mysterious wanderings of
the herring determined throughout several centuries
the whole course of northern commerce. During the
Middle Ages, upon the appearance of the herring
now on this coast and now on that, the wealth and
prosperity of the whole districts depended. Herring
fishing became a branch of industry that decided the
fate of nations. To it the Hansa owes a large portion
of its riches and its power ; in the herring fisheries,
when in the year 1425 the fish began to spawn in the
German Ocean, the Netherlands found the foundation
stone of their wealth and dignity. Indeed, it was
said later, with scant exaggeration, that Amsterdam
was built upon herrings.

Now, as masters of the Belt and the Sound, the
Danes were able, if they chose, greatly to harass the
llanseatic traders and fishermen. For many years
they had not put forth their power, or rather the
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